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The  V  ice  President's  Report 

By  Anthony  Swiatek 


Greetings  collectors  of  our  remembrance  preservers: 

I  am  hoping  that  at  least  one  or  more  of  your  wishes  have  materialized  as  we  pass  the  2006  half 
way  point.  The  older  you  become  the  faster  time  seems  to  fly.  A  friend  who  is  92  years  old 
exclaims  time  goes  so  fast  that  he  feels  he  celebrates  two  birthdays  a  year. 

Society  members,  as  well  as  many  collectors,  have  asked  my  opinion  concerning  the  2005 
Marine  Corps  dollars.  They  are  being  advertised  between  $70  and  $90. 1  would  not  be  a  buyer  of 
this  large  production  as  noted.  The  issue  is  being  offered  at  these  prices  because  the 
dealers  who  possess  large  proof  and  BU  holdings  want  to  create  the  illusion  of  strong  demand. 
Once  their  supply  is  virtually  sold,  watch  values  decline  to  just  above  issue  price.  Needless  to 
say,  we  keep  what  we  desire  for  the  pure  joy  of  collecting.  Should  you  have  any  questions,  be  in 
contact. 

Sincerely, 

Anthony  J.  STriatef^ 


SUSCC  Treasury 

Account  at  Downey  Savings  for  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins 

June  2006  Statement  $17,374.15 

July  10,  2006  account  balance  $17,521.80 

Mary  Beedon 
SUSCC  Treasurer 
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T ral  Mai 


Dear  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins: 

\  our  organization's  free  listing  in  the  current  edition  of  Encyclopedia  of 
Associations,  National  (EA)  appears  on  the  web.  Published  by  Thomson  Gale 
<www.gale.com>,  EA  is  a  directory  of  over  23,000  national  and  international 
nonprofit  membership  organizations  and  is  mainly  used  as  a  reference  tool  in 
libraries.  [Edited] 

Sincerely, 

Kristy  Swartout,  Editor 

Encyclopedia  of  Associations,  National  (EA) 

Thomson  Gale 


From:  Donald  Ensley 

Hi  Gary.  I  am  curious  about  the  new  Ben  Franklin  Comm  Coins,  they  have  on  the  reverse  side 
the  so  called  dollars  designs  from  H&K  510  and  H&K852.  Does  the  mint  have  the  original 
ownership  of  these  designs?  Do  you  think  that  this  might  cause  some  confusion  between  the 
types  of  coins,  tokens  or  comms?  Looking  forward  to  hearing  from  you.  In  one  of  the  comms, 
trails  there  was  a  saying.  "  Tomorrow  is  a  Mystery". 

Thanks, 

Don  Ensley 


Reply:  Gary  Beedon 
Hi  Don, 

The  broken  snake  design  was  Ben's,  which  he  printed  in  his  newspaper  in  1754.  It  may  be  the 
same  or  similar  snake  on  the  flag,  "Don't  Tread  on  Me." 

From  what  I  have  read,  the  1776  Continental  Currency  design  was  attributed  to  Ben  Franklin.  1 
think  Franklin  borrowed  the  "Mind  your  Business"  from  something  similar  to  an  old  British 
saying.  I  have  a  4-piece  set  of  the  H&K  CC  series  in  silver,  goldine,  bronze  &  white  metal 
restrikes  from  1961  with  the  envelopes,  plus  one  or  two  with  out  the  envelopes.  A  few  years 
ago  I  picked  up  a  BU  silver  restrike  for  $5.00  off  a  bid  board  at  a  local  dealer's  shop.  The  person 
hung  it  in  a  group  of  silver  rounds  on  the  board. 

Will  it  cause  any  confusion?  That  is  a  good  question,  Don. 
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Regards  and  thanks  for  the  e-mail, 
Gary 


From:  Darrin  Dayton 

J 

Dear  Mr.  Beedon, 

My  name  is  Darrin  Dayton  (S.U.S.C.C.  member  #R-3048).  I  recently  attended  the  S.U.S.C.C. 
meeting  held  at  the  ANA  show  in  Atlanta  earlier  this  month.  David  Provost  made  mention  of 
the  need  for  more  articles  on  modern  commemoratives.  I've  also  read  your  notation  in  the 
Journal'  requesting  articles.  I  thought  it  would  be  interesting  for  our  readers,  to  write  an  article 
focusing  on  "Being  There  "  ...  that  is,  personally  experiencing  some  of  the  places  or  events 
represented  on  our  United  States  commemorative  coinage.  Perhaps  this  could  even  become  a 
regular  segment  of  our  journal;  having  members  share  how  they  have  personally  been  to  one  of 
the  many  places  or  events  we  see  represented  on  our  coins  and  what  it  meant  to  experience  that 
firsthand. 

With  this  idea  in  mind,  I  would  like  to  submit  to  you  the  following  article  related  to  the  first 
modern  commemorative  coin,  the  George  Washington  250th  Birth  Anniversary  Half  Dollar. 


Reply:  Gary  Beedon 
Hello  Darrin, 

Thanks  for  the  article  on  George  Washington  and  Mt.  Vernon.  Look  for  it  in  the  next  issue  of 
the  journal.  It  is  so  nice  to  visit  places  that  have  been  depicted  on  U.S.  commemorative  coins. 
We  do  it  when  we  can. 

Regards, 

Gary  Beedon 


From:  William  Zachow 

Attached  is  an  article  I  have  written  detailing  my  interest  in  the  Young  Collector's  Series  of  coin 
sets.  I  enjoy  your  publication,  "The  Commemorative  Trail"  and  hope  you  can  use  my  article  in 
its  pages.  (My  format  is  somewhat  erratic  as  my  word  program  is  giving  me  difficulties.) 

Also  attached  is  a  picture  of  the  sets.  If  the  size  is  not  right  for  printing,  please  give  me  specifics 
for  the  size  you  would  need  and  I  can  resize  and  re-send  it. 

Yours, 

William  A  Zachow 
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From:  Richard  Jewell 


Gary: 

Has  there  been  another  edition  of  the  journal  since  I  joined? 

I  have  not  received  a  copy  since  Vol.22  No.3  of  3. 

I'm  a  2006  member. 

Regards, 

Rich 

Reply:  Gary  Beedon 
Richard, 

Vol.  23  No.l  of  3  went  our  earlier  this  year.  I  will  send  a  copy  to  you,  as  it  seems  your  copy  did 
not  arrive  as  planned. 

Regards, 

Gary  Beedon 


R-3081  Michael  Cali  (Sponsor:  Web  site) 

R-3082  Paul  Burgess 

R-3083  Charles  Lipcon  (Sponsor:  Anthony  Swiatek) 

R-3084  Gregory  Omlor 


R-1654  Jim  Huffman 

R-3040  Robert  Rowe,  Jr. 


R-1241  Robert  Arnold  (Sold  collection) 

R-2294  Debbie  Williams 


Dropped  SUSLCC 


David  Lange 
Anthony  Swiatek  Jr. 
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Buying  Tips  -  Albany 

by  Ray  Mercer 


Luster 

The  luster  inherent  to  the  Albany  commemorative  can  be  most  easily  described  as  "brilliant". 

Strong,  impressive,  highlights  can  be  found  on  the  vast  majority  of  original  examples.  The 
obverse  tends  to  project  a  bold  mint  blast  and  complete  cartwheel  effects  are  not  unusual.  The 
reverse  tends  to  be  a  little  bit  more  frosty  in  nature  and  usually  lacks  the  dazzling  highlights 
common  to  its  corresponding  obverse.  However,  all  in  all,  the  Albany  may  be  described  as  a 
brilliant  and  flashy  coin. 

Unfortunately,  over  the  years,  numismatic  abuse  in  the  form  of  dipping  and  cleaning  has  taken 
its  toll  on  these  comparatively  low  mintage  (17,671)  coins.  After  a  little  field  work,  coupled  with 
educated  comparison,  you  will  find  the  majority  of  Albany  halves  being  offered  on  today's 
commercial  marketplace  have  experienced  multiple  dipping  at  one  time  or  another.  Virgin 
specimens  are  becoming  very  hard  to  find  as  the  demand  for  these  coins  increases  in  its 
intensity. 

The  lack  of  original  specimens  can  probably  be  traced  to  the  fact  that  the  Albany  possesses  such 
rich,  natural,  highlights  that  people  were  very  tempted  to  dip  these  coins  under  the  erroneous 
impression  that  dipping  would  somehow  "enhance"  their  already  vibrant  luster.  Obviously  they 
were  wrrong,  but  this  mistake  has  set  a  dangerous  stage  for  the  ill-informed  buyer.  Due  to  the 
lustrous  nature  of  the  issue,  often  times  a  novice  will  overlook  a  mildly  dipped-out  example  if 
comparison  is  not  used  before  a  casual  purchase.  With  this  in  mind,  it  is  wise  to  study  the 
highlights  and  contrast  on  a  number  of  examples  BEFORE  making  a  financial  decision. 
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Strike 


As  a  rule,  weakness  of  strike  is  not  a  problem  with  the  vast  majority  of  Albany  halves.  On  the 
obverse,  the  beaver  is  normally  well  defined  and  on  the  reverse  -  Dongan,  Livingston,  and 
Schuyler  are  generally  well  struck.  The  only  aberration  to  this  rule  is  that  you  will  sometimes 
discover  an  excessive  lack  of  detail  on  the  eagle  hovering  over  the  trio.  This  weakness 
occasionally  extends  over  to  the  hair/facial  detail  on  the  men  to  the  right,  but  I  have  only 
encountered  a  small  number  of  examples  where  this  weakness  was  strong  enough  to  actually 
disturb  the  overall  eye  appeal  of  the  coin. 

Marks 

Believe  it  or  not,  up  until  a  few  years  ago,  it  really  wasn't  that  difficult  to  locate  examples  that 
were  fairly  free  of  any  significant  bag  or  track  marks!  All  that  it  usually  took  was  a  little 
patience  and  a  willing  checkbook  to  hunt  down  an  impressive  specimen  for  one's  collection.  I 
suspect  this  welcome  atmosphere  could  be  traced  to  some  extra  care  taken  on  the  part  of  the 
Commission  while  they  handled  the  distribution  of  these  coins  as  exceptional  specimens  were 
not  that  all  rare  a  find!  In  fact,  locating  a  true  MS-65+  Albany  was  at  one  time  considered  a 
"modest"  project  at  best. 

However,  popularity,  combined  with  a  relatively  low  mintage,  has  finally  succeeded  in  taking 
its  toll  and  examples  displaying  detracting  marks  have  lately  become  the  norm  on  today's 
marketplace  mainly  due  to  attrition.  These  specimens  will  usually  display  bag  or  track  marks  on 
the  important  focal  point  of  the  beaver's  body  -  especially  the  sensitive  hip  area.  On  the  reverse, 
Dongan's  coat  will  often  display  a  nasty  whack  or  two  as  will  Livingston  and  Schuyler. 

Of  course,  another  thing  to  check  for  is  slide  marks  running  across  the  center  length  of  the 
beaver  and  the  reverse  trio.  Often  times,  obverse  slide  marks  were  created  by  an  owner  moving 
the  coin  in  and  out  of  its  original,  cardboard  tab.  If  present,  hairlines  from  cleaning  can  be 
uncovered  by  slowly  tipping  &  rotating  a  specimen  underneath  a  direct  light  so  as  to  encourage 
a  contrast  to  reflect  between  the  hairlines  and  surrounding  areas.  Although  planchet  abrasion 
tends  to  run  very  light  (if  at  all)  on 

this  issue,  try  not  to  confuse  it  with  "rub"  on  the  hip  of  the  beaver. 

Toning 

Because  of  the  impressive  nature  of  the  Albany's  luster,  its  toning  can  frequently  take  on  a 
simply  breathtaking  effect!  A  pleasing  variety  of  iridescent  hues,  especially  on  the  obverse,  can 
be  created  from  long  storage  in  its  issuing  card.  However,  in  the  case  of  many  dramatically 
toned  examples,  the  reverse  will  often  fall  a  little  short  of  the  kaleidoscopic  progression  of  colors 
seen  on  its  obverse.  This  may  be  traced  to  the  circumstance  that  the  reverse  was  frequently 
inserted  face  down  in  the  holder,  plus  its  surfaces  are  more  granular/ frosty  in  nature  than  its 
smooth/ brilliant  obverse.  Another  point  to  remember  is  that  the  cardboard  tabs  sometimes  had 
holes  in  their  centers  and  a  toning  "patch"  may  appear  in  the  center  of  the  coin. 

It  is  interesting  to  note,  even  after  repeated  dipping,  the  tab  mark  toning  has  a  tendency  to 
slowly  reappear  on  many  specimens.  Of  course,  the  color  loses  its  original  fire  and  appears 
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quite  dead,  but  this  pale  reoccurrence  is  still  a  handy  tip-off  that  a  specimen  has  been 
improperly  treated.  Unfortunately,  as  with  all  commemoratives,  artificially  toned  Albanys  are 
far  from  rare  in  today's  showcases.  In  fact,  many  pieces  are  artificially  toned  and  then  a  bogus 
tab-mark  outline  is  painted  out  by  using  a  watered  down  solution  of  coin  dip.  One  of  these 
easiest  ways  to  tell  a  "painted  out"  example  is  to  cup  your  hand  over  the  coin  in  question  - 
frequently,  you  will  be  able  to  see  the  solution's  "stain"  and  a  distinct  perimeter  where  the 
phony  tonmg  ends. 

Summary 

The  typical,  ORIGINAL,  Albany  displays  brilliant,  well  highlighted  luster  and  a  strong  strike. 
Check  for  detracting  marks  on  the  beaver  (especially  the  hip)  and  the  garments  on  the  reverse 
trio  (especially  Dongan's  coat  -  he's  the  guy  on  the  left!).  When  _countered,  examples  that  have 
been  long  residing  in  their  original  holders  display  impressive  toning  in  regards  to  color  and 
projection.  Look  for  specimens  exhibiting  original  surfaces  and,  through  comparison,  learn  how 
to  avoid  numismatically  abused  examples. 

Reprinted  from  The  Commemorative  Trail,  Summer  1986,  Pages  30  &  31. 


Wear  P0ii*{,s  0\a  Albany  charter  Ual-(?  Dollar 


Obverse 


Obverse:  Look  for  wear  on  the  hip  of  the  beaver.  Visible  will  be  a  difference  in  the  texture  of  the 
metal  on  the  high  point,  caused  by  the  loss  of  some  metal  from  friction. 

Reverse:  Wear  will  first  be  noticed  on  Governor  Dongan’s  sleeve. 

Ref:  Silver  &  Gold  Commemorative  Coins  1892  to  1954,  Anthony  Swiatek  &  Walter  Breen,  Page  326 
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Albany  Dongan  Charter, 
\  Committee 

*  i  4>0  St  at  b  Street 

v  Jy  ~'T~  •  - 

ALBANY,  N.  Y. 


Albany  Dongan  Charter 
Committee 
60  Statb  Street 

ALBANY,  N.  Y. 


J*  Hoppe, 

Box  7i, 

Needles , 


Contents,  Merchandise 


f  ■  _ 


Calif. 


POSTMASTER;  This  parcel  may  be  opeaeJ  fo* 
Postal  Inspection  if  Necessary 
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151  South  Allen  Street,  Alb  any,  N.  Y. , 

November  25,  1937. 


Mr.  ’.V,  J.  McKinney, 

Albany  Numismatic  Society, 

62  Sycamore  Street, 

Albany,  N.  Y, 

Dear  Mr.  McKinney, 

I  want  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  officers 
and  members  of  the  Albany  Numismatic  Society  for  so 
kindly  extending  my  honorary  membership  until  October  193S. 

I  am  going  away  in  a  few  days  and  expect  to  be  gone 
for  several  months  so  I  shall  not  be  able  to  attend  the 
meetings  during  that  time. 

You  will  find  enclosed  one  of  my  New  Rochelle  coins. 

I  should  like  to  have  you  add  it  to  the  society’s  collection, 
to  be  used  as  they  see  fit. 

With  appreciation  of  the  honor  bestowed  upon  me, I  am. 


Very  truly  yours. 
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By  Mike  Carter 


"A  fascinating  and  delightful  gentleman."  That  is  how  everyone  who  meets  Jacques  Schnier 
seems  to  describe  him.  The  opportunity  to  sit  downs  and  talk  with  a  designer  (artist)  of  one  of 
the  original  50  U.S.  Commemorative  half  dollar  designs  is  a  dream  come  true  for  any  coin 
collector,  much  less  a  U.S.  Commemorative  coin  collector.  First  of  all,  finding  one  of  the  original 
artists  would  be  a  problem  because  it  is  thought  that  only  two  are  still  surviving  today.  Jacques 
Schnier  is  one  of  those  two  and  at  88  years  of  age  he  is  as  active,  alert,  and  creative  as  most  30- 
year  olds  only  hope  to  be.  One  of  my  business  associates  and  a  couple  of  my  close  friends  had 
the  opportunity  to  sit  down  and  talk  with  Mr.  Schnier  about  his  life,  his  art,  and,  of  course,  his 
wonderful  San  Francisco-Oakland  Bay  Bridge  Commemorative  half.  The  following  is  a  personal 
look  at  the  man  and  the  coin. 

Born  in  1898  in  Romania,  Schnier  came  to  San  Francisco  with  his  parents  when  he  was  five.  His 
early  years  were  spent  studying  civil  engineering  at  Stanford  University  where  he  received  a 
degree  in  1920.  While  working  after  graduation,  for  the  Honolulu,  Hawaii  Department  of 
Engineering,  he  was  assigned  a  project  to  study  the  numerous  bridges  in  the  city  parks.  Many  of 
these  bridges  were  in  disrepair  and  in  some  locations  new  bridges  were  to  be  built.  It  was  his 
assignment  to  develop  a  standard  design  to  replace  obsolete  structures  and  to  be  used  for  new 
installations.  While  doing  research  for  the  design  of  these  new  bridges  Mr.  Schnier  realized  that 
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much  of  the  information  on  park  bridges  centered  on  visual  appeal  and  artistic  design  rather 
than  stress,  strain,  and  various  other  factors  that  he  had  been  taught  about  bridges  during  his 
college  studies  in  engineering. 

According  to  Mr.  Schnier,  "this  was  my  first  encounter  with  aesthetics  and  the  concept  of 
artistic  judgement  complementing  science  for  engineering  purposes." 


This  first  encounter  with  bridges  was  a  significant  factor  in  deciding  the  course  of  Mr.  Schnier' s 
future  and  also  an  unusual  coincidence  as  far  as  coin  collectors  are  concerned.  Shortly  after  the 
bridge  assignment  a  friend  recommended  he  read  Sommerset  Maugham's  "Moon  and  Six¬ 
pence"  which  was  the  story  of  famous  artist  Gauguin's  life.  Schnier  found  the  book  captivating 
and  spent  the  entire  night  reading  it  to  the  sounds  of  waves  breaking  on  the  shores  of  Waikiki. 
Gauguin's  story  was  one  life  in  Tahiti  where  he  decided  to  give  up  a  profitable  position  to 
pursue  his  love  for  art.  Schnier  too  was  at  a  turning  point  in  his  life.  He  was  dissatisfied  with  his 
current  engineering  job  and  had  found  his  brief  encounter  with  artistic  design  very  interesting. 


BAY  BRIDGE 

COMMEMORATIVE  HALF  DOLLAR 
DESIGNED  BY  JACQUES  SCHNIER 
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„ The  8  rniie  long  San  foncisckOaKJand  Bay-* 
Bridge  was  one  of  the  great  engineering  featsof 
the  20th  century,  when  it  opened  for  traffic  in 
November  1936.  After  a  commemorative  haffdol- 
lar  was  authorized  by  Congress,  a  focal  Bayj&rea 
artist  with  as  international  reputation— Jacques 
Schnier— was  awarded  the  prestigious  commis¬ 
sion  to  create  the  designs. 

To  celebrate  this  scarce  coin’s  jubilee.  1000 
uncirculated  specimens  were  selected  from  the 
orient!  71,369  net  mintage.  This  coin  has  been 
sealed  ill  a  custom  holder  along  with  this  certifi¬ 
cate  personally  signed  and  nu?n8dred  bv  Jacques 
Qrhniar  wthri  chnwn  hniflinn  his  orinina!  olsstfif 


model. 


According  to  Mr.  Schnier,  the  similarities  between  Gauguin's  Tahiti  and  his  Hawaii  "was 
conducive  to  identification." 


The  other  similarities  between  dissatisfaction  with  current  occupation  and  the  desire  for  an 
artistic  future  was  too  much  and  in  1923  Schnier  decided  to  leave  his  job  and  return  to  Stanford 
for  graduate  studies.  While  browsing  in  the  engineering  library  he  came  across  some  books  on 
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city  planning  and  was  fascinated  with  the  drawings,  sketches,  and  perspectives  more  related  to 
art  than  science  and  engineering.  Here  were  L'Enfant's  early  plan  for  Washington,  Sir  Chris¬ 
topher  Wren  s  for  London,  and  Haussmann's  for  Paris.  Here  was  a  profession  that  combined 
utility  with  beauty,  engineering  with  art."  Schnier  was  convinced  that  this  was  the  profession 
for  him.  At  the  time  no  universities  offered  courses  or  degrees  in  city  planning  and  at  the  advice 
of  friends  he  was  encouraged  to  study  architecture  as  a  fitting  introduction. 

In  the  Spring  of  1924,  he  enrolled  in  the  Architecture  Department  at  the  University  of  California 
in  Berkeley.  It  was  during  his  years  at  Berkeley  that  he  discovered  sculpture.  Architecture 
required  numerous  courses  in  art  and  one  of  those  courses  was  sculpture.  He  found  himself 
spending  more  and  more  time  with  this  course  than  any  other  and  his  work  gave  him  a  sense  of 
a  accomplishment  and  self  satisfaction  that  he  had  never  experienced  before.  At  the  beginning 
of  1926  he  abruptly  withdrew  from  the  university  to  pursue  a  career  in  sculpture. 

As  a  sculptor,  Mr.  Schnier  was  entirely  self  taught.  His  early  works  in  wood  relief  resembled 
Art  Deco  versions  of  Gauguin.  Later  he  became  preoccupied  with  form  as  his  interests  became 
more  progressive  and  abstract.  He  was  the  first  to  bond  acrylic  plastic  together  to  make  large 
masses,  so  that  he  could  carve  it  the  way  a  sculptor  uses  marble,  sculpting  it  with  marble  tools. 
After  sculpting  he  would  then  use  finer  grades  of  abrasives  to  begin  the  polishing  step.  A  final 
polishing  with  optical  polishing  compounds  resulted  in  pieces  that  "shine  like  jewels  and 
maintain  an  illusion  of  ebbing  and  flowing  in  motion." 

His  sculptures  appear  in  numerous  public  collections  from  the  San  Francisco  Museum  of 
Modern  Art  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  They  also  appear  around  numerous  buildings  and 
public  gathering  areas.  In  1939,  he  was  commissioned  to  do  eight  monumental  statues  and 
reliefs  for  the  Golden  Gate  International  Exposition.  Though  he  may  not  be  a  household  word 
among  coin  collectors  such  as  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens,  Fraser,  Brenner,  or  Gobrecht,  he  is  well 
known  and  greatly  admired  in  the  world  of  art/ sculpture. 

You  can  pick  up  any  significant  historical  text  on  commemorative  coins  and  read  about  the 
events  that  led  to  the  issuance  of  the  Bay  Bridge  half.  I  want  you  to  read  about  the  procedure  as 
told  by  Jacques  Schnier  and  compare  it  to  today's  artist  selection  committees,  design  selection, 
and  design  modifications  by  the  U.S.  Mint  engravers. 

“The  events  connected  with  the  design  of  the  coin  are  as  follows:  Frank  Havenner,  our 
Washington  Congressman  wrote  the  bill  proposing  the  issuing  of  this  special  coin.  His 
public  relations  official,  Anita  Day  Hubbard,  a  prominent  newspaper  woman, 
commissioned  me  to  create  the  designs  for  the  obverse  and  the  reverse.  These  were  made 
at  a  large  scale,  cast  in  plaster,  and  after  approval  by  the  Bridge  celebration  committee 
were  sent  back  east  for  making  the  hub  and  die  from  which  the  coins  were  struck  off  at 
the  San  Francisco  Mint." 

As  you  can  see  the  selection  and  design  process  was  much  simpler  in  those  days  and  maybe 
that  is  why  our  coinage  was  much  more  appealing  than  it  is  today.  Especially  when  you  con¬ 
sider  the  newer  coins  that  have  been  issued  by  our  government  in  the  last  three  years  or  so! 

I  am  sure  we  are  all  well  acquainted  with  the  design  and  concept  of  the  Bay  Bridge  half  and 
numerous  articles  and  books  have  covered  the  same,  so  I  will  not  go  into  great  detail  with  it 
here.  There  are,  however,  a  few  interesting  points  about  the  design  that  should  be  reiterated. 
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1  he  bear  depicted  on  the  reverse  of  the  coin  has  been  purported  to  be  Monarch  II  who  was  a 
resident  of  the  San  Francisco  Golden  Gate  Park  for  a  number  of  years.  In  fact,  according  to  Mr. 
Schnier,  the  bear  is  a  result  of  a  number  of  studies  he  did  of  bears  at  both  the  San  Francisco  and 
Oakland  Zoos.  There  has  been  criticism  of  the  fact  that  the  obverse  of  the  coin  is  not  accurate  as 
to  detail  of  the  bridge  and  location  of  Yerba  Buena  Island  (it  should  be  to  the  right  of  the  bridge 
and  not  to  the  left  as  depicted).  I  believe  that  the  reverse  was  designed  to  depict  a  general 
appearance  of  the  bridge  and  area  instead  of  an  exact  more  or  less  photographic  representation 
of  the  appearance  from  that  vantage  point.  I  guess  we  could  call  this  "artistic  license." 

It  is  also  interesting  to  note  that  Schnier's  original  sketches  had  much  smaller  lettering  around 
the  bear  and  did  not  have  the  four  stars  or  his  initials.  On  the  original  plaster  model  the  waves 
were  much  more  uniform  and  even  the  evergreens  on  Yerba  Buena  were  very  uniform  and 
regimented.  There  are  also  enough  other  differences  between  the  original  plaster  models  that 
were  approved  and  the  finished  coin  to  show  that  the  mint  did  do  some  modifications  of  its 
own. 

As  we  discussed  in  previous  paragraphs,  the  design  and  approval  process  was  much  quicker  in 
those  days,  but  to  be  more  specific,  here  are  the  details.  Schnier's  original  sketches  were 
received  by  the  Federal  Commission  of  Fine  Arts  on  July  22nd  and  they  recommended  larger 
lettering  for  the  reverse  on  the  31st.  On  September  24th,  the  plaster  models  were  received  by  the 
Commission  and  its  sculptor  member,  Lee  Lawrie,  recommended  a  more  realistic  treatment  of 
the  bear's  snout.  During  this  time.  Congressman  Tlavenner  telegraphed  Acting  Mint  Director 
O'Reilly  for  permission  to  omit  the  Latin  motto  and  place  "In  God  We  Trust"  where  it  had  been. 
This  change  was  approved  and  the  revised  models  were  in  turn  promptly  approved. 

Although  the  authorizing  act  allowed  for  a  total  mintage  not  to  exceed  200,000  coins,  only 
100,000  actually  were  released  by  the  mint.  The  coins  were  sold  for  $1.50  each  through  the 
Clearing  Fiouse  Association  and  other  outlets,  as  well  as,  stands  set  up  at  the  bridge  entrances 
where  motorists  could  purchase  them  without  leaving  their  cars.  The  following  is  Mr.  Schnier's 
description  of  the  selling  of  the  coins: 

"As  a  good  gesture,  large  San  Francisco  and  Oakland  banks  undertook  to  advertise 
and  sell  coins  for  $1.50.  The  one  dollar  premium  on  each  coin  was  turned  over  to  the 
celebration  committee  for  supporting  the  large  parade  of  floats,  the  bands,  the  street 
decorations  and  the  many  official  parties  held  in  conjunction  with  the  bridge  opening." 

There  were  no  proofs  struck  and  to  my  knowledge  none  of  the  purported  specimens  struck  for 
JoFm  R.  Sinnock  have  surfaced.  It  is  reported  that  some  of  the  coins  were  originally  distributed 
in  small  printed  envelopes,  but  none  of  these  have  come  to  light.  Most  of  the  coins  mailed  to 
individuals  were  sent  in  the  standard  six-hole  card  inside  of  an  envelope  with  a  preprinted 
return  address  of  the  San  Francisco-Oakland  Bay  Bridge  Celebration.  A  rather  shocking  fact  is 
that  t  he  United  States  government  did  not  present  Schnier  with  any  of  the  coins.  He  sub¬ 
sequently  purchased  more  than  100  of  the  coins  and  years  later  sold  the  majority  of  them  and 
bought  the  home  in  which  he  and  his  wife  still  live!  He  did  keep  about  ten  of  the  coins  from  his 
original  purchase  and  some  of  these  he  has  given  as  gifts  to  his  grandchildren.  Like  many  of  the 
original  commemorative  coin  designers  he  was  never  asked  to  design  another  coin. 

In  1937  sales  of  the  half  had  all  but  stopped  and  some  28,631  coins  were  returned  to  the  mint  for 
melting.  This  left  a  total  mintage  of  71,369. 
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From  initial  conversations  and  readings  I  get  the  impression  that  Mr.  Schnier,  as  an  artist  and 
not  a  coin  collector,  never  considered  the  Bay  Bridge  half  as  very  significant.  In  the  following 
excerpt  from  his  biography  he  writes: 

"For  the  reverse  face  of  the  United  States  Commemorative  half-dollar  issued  at 
the  opening  of  the  San  Francisco-Oakland  Bay  Bridge  in  1936,  I  pushed  the  space 
feature  to  an  extreme,  although  the  overall  effect  was  not  to  my  satisfaction 
because  of  the  small  scale  of  details.  But  for  the  obverse,  instead  of  using  the 
almost  universal  profile  type  of  design,  I  depicted  the  full  depth  of  the  subject,  a 
California  grizzly  bear,  in  front  view,  compressing  the  mass  into  the  fractional 
depth  of  the  coin  relief.  Dimension-wise  the  commission  was  inconsequential, 
but  as  a  form  problem  I  considered  it  a  challenge." 

Today  Jacques  Schnier  and  his  wife  still  reside  in  the  Bay  area  where  he  continues  to  seek  the 
challenges  of  new  ideas  and  art  forms.  Fie  is  also  enjoying  the  recognition  of  a  new  group  of 
admirers  -  the  coin  collecting  community,  as  a  result  of  the  issuance  of  a  limited  number  of 
signed,  numbered  and  specially  packaged  specimens  of  his  Bay  Bridge  commemorative  half. 
Now  he  is  beginning  to  realize  that  his  commemorative  half  dollar,  that  he  always  considered  a 
small  contribution  to  the  artistic  community,  is  a  very  important  contribution  to  the  coin 
collecting  world. 

BIBLIOGRAPFiY:  Stone,  Irving,  There  Was  Light  -  Autobiography  of  a  University  -  Berkeley :  1868- 
1968,  Doubleday,  New  York,  pp. 91-106;  Swiatek,  Anthony  and  Breen,  Walter,  The  Encyclopedia  of 
United  States  Silver  and  Gold  Commemorative  Coins  1892  to  1954,  Arco  Publishing  Inc.,  New  York, 
pp.  25-28;  Personal  recollections  and  letters  of  Mr.  Jacques  Schnier. 

My  thanks  to  Mel  Wacks  for  providing  information  on  Mr.  Schnier. 
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(l^E(RJ{ON  and  the 

g<EO(Rs<E  WASHiwgdow 
250th  (BI(Rd5f  JimnVE<RSJl<Rr 
COM'M<EMO(Rjlcn%*E  MALT  (DOLLAR 


by  Damn  Dayton,  R-3048 

While  vacationing  in  Washington  D.C.  a  few  years  ago,  I  visited  Mount  Vernon,  the  estate  of  our  first 
president,  George  Washington.  I  arrived  by  boat  from  the  Potomac  nver.  Walking  uphill,  I  came  to  a  crop 
field  with  farm  buildings,  and  observed  craftspeople  and  farm  workers  exhibiting  work  done  there  during 
Washington's  life.  Following  a  path  into  a  tranquil  forest  of  trees  readying  themselves  for  the  colorful  fall 
season,  I  came  out  through  Washington's  experimental  fruit  orchard  and  gardens.  Continuing  the  path  to 
Washington's  home,  I  peered  into  various  outbuildings,  one  of  which  still  housed  his  old  nding  coach.  I 
then  observed  the  vast  lush  green  lawn  blanketing  the  top  of  the  estate,  bordered  with  tall  trees;  giving  the 
landscape  a  park  like  setting  and  making  for  an  impressive  approach  to  the  beautifully  white  washed 
home  with  its  vibrant  red  roof. 

As  I  toured  inside  the  home,  I  imagined  Washington,  his  wife  Martha,  and  their  life  within  those  walls,  as 
I  gazed  upon  18th-century  furniture,  books,  and  other  items  they  used.  I  exited  my  tour  onto  an  expansive 
porch  where  large  white  rocking  chairs  gave  restful  opportunity  for  gazing  over  the  back  lawn  and 
watching  the  Potomac  River  flow  gently  by. 

Ending  my  visit,  I  walked  down  to  George  and  Martha  Washington's  tomb.  Carved  into  the  hillside,  it  had 
red  brick  facing  and  the  protection  of  a  black  iron  gate.  Seeing  George  Washington's  casket  inside,  I 
thought  to  myself,  “George  Washington's  body  lies  in  there.”  Suddenly,  everything  I'd  ever  heard,  seen, 
or  read  about  George  Washington  was  made  REAL.  This  visit  gave  me  a  certain  proof  of  our  nation's 
history,  an  important  perspective  on  our  uniquely  God-blessed  heritage,  and  a  thankful  heart  to  be  an 
American. 

What  a  meaningful  way  to  leave  this  national,  American  treasure.  One  can  read  about  or  see  pictures  of 
special  places  like  this,  but  as  I  experienced  firsthand  ...  there's  nothing  like  “Being  There”! 

While  a  trip  to  Mount  Vernon  may  be  rather  expensive,  depending  upon  where  you're  traveling  from,  the 
cost  of  the  George  Washington  250th  Birth  Anniversary  Commemorative  Half  Dollar  surely  isn't.  For 
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somewhere  between  $5  and  $6  you  can  own  one  of  the  proof  or  uncirculated  versions  of  this  special  coin, 
designed  by  Elizabeth  Jones.  I  say  “special,”  not  only  because  of  the  historical  importance  of  George 
Washington,  our  first  president  (whose  image  is  on  the  obverse  side,  sitting  upon  a  horse  ...  suggesting  his 
military  prominence  in  the  war  which  secured  our  nation's  freedom)  and  special,  for  its  rendition  of 
Mount  Vernon,  Washington's  Virginia  home  which  he  loved  so  much  (pictured  beautifully  on  the 
reverse),  but  special  in  that  it  was  the  first  commemorative  coin  minted  since  the  Booker  T.  Washington 
and  George  Washington  Carver  half  dollars  coins  in  1954,  and  one  of  only  a  few  modem  commemorative 
half  dollars  which  were  struck  in  90  percent  silver  (0.3618  ounce). 

The  high  mintage  of  2,210,458  in  circulated  and  4,894,044  in  proof,  will  most  likely  keep  this  coin  low  in 
cost,  and  would  therefore  be  great  to  have  high  on  your  priority  list  of  modem  commemoratives  to  own. 
as  well  as  high  priority  to  go  and  experience  for  yourself  the  beautiful  and  significant  place  this  coin's 
image  represents. 


There's  nothing  like  "Being  There,  "  to  enhance  the  meaning  and  add  to  your  fun  of  collecting  and  owning 
those  commemorative  coins  on  which  some  great  national  treasures  and  significant  events  are 
represented.  Have  fun  experiencing  what  you  collect." 
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MODERN  COMMEMORATIVE  COINS 

1982  TO  PRESENT 
SPECIAL  PACKAGING 

By  William  Zachow 


Over  the  past  25  years,  Congress  and  the  U.S.  Mint  have  worked  together  to  provide  collectors  with  a 
multitude  of  new  commemorative  coins.  To  increase  interest,  and  thus  sales,  the  Mint  has  expanded  their 
use  of  special  packaging.  Specially  packed  commemoratives  can  be  grouped  into  four  major  categories: 

1.  Young  Collector  Editions,  2.  Com  and  Currency  Sets,  3.  Com  and  Chronicles  Sets,  and  4.  Other 
Collector  Sets.  In  a  series  of  articles,  I  intend  to  provide  descriptive,  mintage  and  value  information 
covering  all  these  categories  of  specially  packaged  modem  commemoratives. 

The  first  group,  YOUNG  COLLECTOR  EDITIONS,  was  designed  to  appeal  to  children  who  were  just 
breaking  into  collecting,  or  their  collector  parents,  who  might  be  trying  to  get  their  children  interested  in 
coins.  To  date,  there  have  been  nine  (8)  young  collector  edition  sets  and  two  (2)  “almost  young  collector 
edition  sets”  produced.  All  have  the  particular  uncirculated  commemorative  com,  protected  by  a  plastic 
capsule,  contained  in  a  descnptive  folder,  housed  in  a  six  by  six  inch  slipcase.  Each  slipcase  and  folder  is 
decorated  with  cartoon  like  pictures  showing  children  doing  something  related  to  the  particular 
commemorative  com.  The  true  Young  collector  Sets  have  “Young  Collector  Edition”  printed  on  the 
slipcase.  The  “almost”  sets  are  exactly  like  the  YCEs,  but  without  the  label.  These  sets  are  detailed  as 
follows: 

1 .  1993P  WORLD  WAR  II:  A  clad  half  dated  1991-1995  contained  in  a  folder  and  case  decorated  with 
children  participating  in  a  scrap  material  drive.  50,000  sets  were  issued  out  of  a  total  com  mintage  of 
95,000  at  a  pre-issue  price  of  $9.50  and  $1 1 .50  regular.  These  sets  currently  retail  between  $35  and 
$45. 

2.  1994D  SOCCER  WORLD  CUP:  A  clad  half  contained  in  a  folder  and  case  decorated  with  children 
playing  soccer.  An  unknown  number  of  sets  (probably  50,000)  were  issued  out  of  a  total  com, 
mintage  of  168,000.  The  sets  were  sold  at  a  pre-issue  price  of  $10.50  and  $12  regular.  They 
currently  retail  for  between  $9.00  and  $12.00. 

3.  1995S  CIVIL  WAR  BATTLEFIELDS:  A  clad  half  contained  in  a  folder  and  case  decorated  with 
children  on  a  battlefield  with  a  cannon  prominently  displayed.  50,000  sets  were  issued  out  of  a  total 
coin  mintage  of  1 13,000.  The  sets  were  sold  at  a  pre-issue  pnce  of  $1 1.50  and  $12.50  regular.  They 
currently  retail  for  between  $30  and  $35. 

4.  1995S  ATLANTA  XXVI  OLYMPIAD:  A  clad  “basketball”  half  contained  in  a  folder  and 
case  decorated  with  children  playing  basketball.  An  unknown  number  of  sets  (probably 
50,000)  were  issued  out  of  a  total  coin  mintage  of  171,000.  The  sets  were  sold  at  a  pre-issue 
pnce  of  $1 1 .95  and  $13.95  regular.  They  currently  retail  for  between  $15  and  $30.  Four  (4) 
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Young  Collector  Editions  sets  were  issued  for  the  Atlanta  Olympiad.  This  set  was  labeled 
Series  #1  on  the  slipcase. 

5.  1995S  ATLANTA  XXVI  OLYMPIAD:  A  clad  “baseball”  half  contained  in  a  folder  and  case 
decorated  with  children  playing  baseball.  An  unknown  number  of  sets  (probably  50,000) 
were  issued  out  of  a  total  coin  mintage  of  165,000.  The  sets  were  sold  at  a  pre-issue  price  of 
$1 1 .95  and  $13.95  regular.  They  currently  retail  for  between  $20  and  $30.  This  set  was 
labeled  Series  #2  on  the  slipcase. 

6.  1996S  ATLANTA  XXVI  OLYMPIAD:  A  clad  “swimming”  half  contained  in  a  folder  and  case 
decorated  with  children  swimming  in  a  pool.  An  unknown  number  of  sets  (probably  no  more  than 
25,000)  were  issued  out  of  a  total  coin  mintage  of  50,000.  The  sets  were  sold  at  a  pre-issue  price  of 
$1 1.95  and  $13.95  regular.  They  currently  retail  for  between  $100  and  $150  and  are  the  most 
expensive  set  from  the  Atlanta  Olympics,  due  primarily  to  the  relatively  low  mintage  of  the 
uncirculated  swimming  half.  The  set  was  labeled  Senes  #3  on  the  slipcase. 

7.  199 6S  ATLANTA  XXVI  OLYMPIAD:  A  clad  “soccer”  half  contained  in  a  folder  and  case  decorated 
with  children  playing  soccer.  An  unknown  number  of  sets  (probably  no  more  than  25,000)  were 
issued  out  of  a  total  com  mintage  of  53,000.  The  sets  were  sold  at  a  pre-issue  pnce  of  $1 1 .95  and 
$13.95  regular.  The  sets  currently  retail  for  between  $75  o  and  $100.  The  set  was  labeled  Senes  #4 
on  the  slipcase. 

Note:  The  above  four  sets,  Senes  #1  through  #4,  could  be  purchased  as  a  group,  packaged  in  a  green 
overall  slipcase.  Original  pnce  and  quantity  produced  are  unknown  but  these  fourpacks  currently 
retail  at  approximately  $250. 

8.  1 998S  BLACK  REVOLUTIONARY  WAR  PATRIOTS:  An  uncirculated  silver  dollar  depictmg 
Cnspus  Attucks  contained  in  a  folder  and  case  decorated  with  a  teacher  reading  history  to  children. 

An  unknown  number  of  sets  (probably  no  more  than  25,000)  were  issued  out  of  a  total  com  mintage 
of  37,000.  The  sets  were  sold  at  a  pre-issue  pnce  of  $37  and  $40  regular.  The  sets  currently  retail  for 
between  $150  and  $170,  making  them  the  most  expensive  Young  Collector  Set  available.  This  set  is 
also  unique  in  that  it  is  the  only  set  containing  a  silver  dollar. 

Almost  YCE  sets: 

1.  1993  W  BILL  OF  RIGHTS:  A  90%  silver  uncirculated  James  Madison  half  dollar  contained  in  a 
folder  and  case  decorated  with  space  suited  children  labeled  “This  Could  Open  A  Whole  New  World 
For  You”.  The  folder  contains  information  about  President  Madison  and  the  Bill  of  Rights.  50,000 
sets  were  issued  out  of  a  total  com  mintage  of  173,000.  The  sets  were  sold  at  a  pre-issue  price  of 
$9.75  and  $1 1.50  regular.  These  sets  currently  retail  between  $15  and  $20. 

2.  1996P  SMITHSONIAN  INSTITUTION  15Cfh  ANNIVERSARY:  A  90%  silver  proof  Smithsonian 
dollar  contained  in  a  folder  and  case  decorated  with  children  biking  (on  high  wheel  bikes)  past  the 
Smithsonian  Institution.  While  the  slipcase  and  inner  folder  are  the  same  6”  X  6”  size  as  the  YCEs, 
the  inner  folder  is  approximately  14”  thick  to  provide  enough  thickness  to  cover  the  proof  dollar  and 
its  container.  The  inner  folder  contains  information  about  the  Smithsonian's  various  collections. 
50,000  sets  were  issued  out  of  a  total  proof  coin  mintage  of  129,000.  The  sets  were  sold  at  a  pre-issue 
price  of  $35  and  $40  regular.  They  currently  retail  between  $55  and  $75.  Note:  A  number  of  articles 
in  the  Numismatic  press  have  indicated  the  dollar  in  this  set  was  uncirculated.  It  is  a  proof;  the  only 
proof  coin  in  any  YCE  or  almost  YCE. 
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Additional  comments: 

Individual  Young  Collector  Sets  were  shipped  to  customers  in  a  cardboard  box,  slightly  bigger  than 
the  6”  X  6”  slipcase. 

eBay  is  an  excellent  source  to  acquire  Young  Collector  Sets.  My  retail  pricing  detailed 
above  comes  from  actual  eBay  purchases,  but  does  not  include  bargains  such  as  a  perfect 
Senes  #3  “swimming”  set  for  $36.94  or  a  perfect  Series  #4  “soccer”  set  for  $50. 

3  While  set  sales  for  a  number  of  these  sets  are  unknown  (to  me)  even  the  guesses  of  “no  more 
than  25,000”  are  probably  high  due  to  the  other  type  packaging  and  sales  for  a  number  of 
these  coins.  For  example,  a  large  number  of  uncirculated  1995-1996  Olympic  half  dollars 
were  packaged  on  cards  with  Olympic  pins  by  both  the  U.S.  Mint  and  Nationsbank.  Both  of 
these  special  packs  seem  to  be  as  available  as  the  Young  Collector  Sets.  Thus,  for  the 
swimming  and  soccer  sets,  a  large  quantity  of  uncirculated  coins  was  siphoned  off,  leaving 
fewer  for  the  YCE  sets. 

4.  The  packaging,  ink,  and  glue  used  in  the  Young  Collector  Edition  Sets  appear  to  have  a  significant 
toning  affect  on  the  coins  involved.  A  number  of  the  clad  halves  have  been  seen  with  very  attractive 
gold  toning. 

5.  A  montage  photo  of  all  the  YCE  sets  is  attached  to  this  article.  As  you  can  see,  I  have  found 
collecting  modem  commemoratives  extremely  enjoyable  and  interesting.  I  hope  you  have 
enjoyed  reading  about  them  as  much  as  I  have  collecting  them. 
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1989  Congress  Bicentennial 

By  Anthony  Swiatek 


Reason  For  Issue: 
Authorization: 


To  commemorate  the  bicentennial  of  the  United  States 
Congress. 

Mintage  authorized  per  Act  of  Nov.  17,  1988 
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Facts  and  figures 


Denomination 

Date/Mint 

Pre 

Issue 

Price 

Regular 

Price 

Maximum 

Authorized 

Net  Mintage 

Market 

Value 

Copper-Nickel 
Clad  Half 
Dollar 

1989-D 

UNC 

$5 

$6 

4,000,000 

163,753 

$12 

1989-S 

Proof 

$7 

$8 

767,897 

$12 

Silver  Dollar 

1989-D 

UNC 

$23 

$26 

3,000,000 

135,203 

$21 

1989-D 

UNC 

Rotated 

Reverse 

Estimated  at 
about  40-50 
specimens 
of  the 
135,203 

$4,000 

1989-S 

Proof 

$25 

$29 

762,198 

$24 

Gold  $5  Half 
Eagle 

1989-W 

UNC 

$185 

$200 

1,000,000 

46,899 

$145 

1989-W 

Proof 

$195 

$225 

164,690 

$145 

Note:  Maximum  authorization  is  by  denomination.  Proof  and  uncirculated  coins  combined  make 
up  the  maximum.  Net  mintage  figures  shown  represent  the  net  quantity  distributed  by  the  Mint. 
Market  value  is  for  mint  state  65  or  Proof  65  examples. 


Half  dollar  designs 

Obverse  by  Patricia  Lewis  Veram:  Depicted  is  the  bust  of  Thomas  Crawford’s  Statue  of  Freedom  atop  the  Capitol 
dome.  Situated  in  the  outer  border  is  bicentennial  of  congress  and  the  word  liberty  in  large  letters.  Above  the  latter, 
we  see  the  motto  “In  God  We  Trust”.  Located  in  central  left  field  is  the  date  1789  while  diagonally  below  its  digit 
"9”,  we  observe  the  designer’s  initials  “PV”.  In  the  central  nght  field  is  the  date  1989,  the  Mint  mark  below. 

Reverse  by  William  Woodward  (modeled  by  Edgar  Z.  Steever  IV):  Portrayed  is  a  full  view  of  the  Capitol 
surrounded  by  a  wreath  of  13  stars.  Located  in  the  upper  border  is  United  States  of  America.  Below  the  Capitol  is 
the  motto  e pluribus  unum.  Directly  above  the  motto’s  e  are  the  designer’s  initials  “WW”,  while  situated  above  the 
“m”  of  unum  are  the  modeler’s  letters  “EZS”.  The  denomination  half  dollar  appears  in  the  lower  field. 

Dollar  designs 

Obverse  by  William  Woodward  (modeled  by  Chester  Young  Martin):  Depicted  is  the  bronze  Statue  of  Freedom, 
which  sits  atop  the  dome  of  the  Umted  States  Capitol.  In  the  background,  the  sun’s  rays  emanate  from  the  clouds. 
Liberty  appears  in  large  letters  in  the  coin’s  upper  border,  while  the  motto  “In  God  We  Trust”  is  located  in  the  lower 

border. 

Situated  on  each  side  of  Freedom  are  the  anniversary  dates,  1789  and  1989,  with  the  Mint  mark  below  the  latter. 
Reverse  by  William  Woodward  (modeled  by  Chester  Young  Martin):  Featured  is  the  mace  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  highlighting  the  staff  topped  by  an  eagle  astride  a  world  globe.  United  States  of  America  and  one 
dollar  encircle  the  outer  border.  Located  to  the  left  of  the  mace  is  the  motto  e  pluribus  unum  and  to  the  right  the 
words  bicentennial  of  the  congress.  The  designers’  initials  “WW”  and  “CYM”  appear  at  either  side  of  the  bottom  of 
the  mace. 


77 


Half  eagle  designs 

Obverse  by  John  Mercanti:  Featured  is  a  rendition  of  the  Capitol  dome.  Above  in  large  letters  is  the  word  liberty 
According  to  Mint  officials,  the  letter  y  in  liberty  appears  odd  or  backward  because  the  engraver  used  artistic 
license.  However,  what  actually  occurred  is  that  the  shading  was  done  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  “y”.  Somewhere 
along  the  transfer  process,  the  side  to  be  shaded  was  transposed.  Below  are  the  anniversary  dates  1789-1989  At  the 
dome's  right  base  is  the  mint  mark.  The  motto  “In  God  We  Trust”  is  situated  in  the  central  left  field. 

Reverse  by  John  Mercanti:  Depicted  is  a  majestic  American  eagle  overlooking  the  canopy  of  the  Old  Senate 
Chamber.  Above  is  bicentennial  of  congress.  Beneath  the  eagle  is  the  motto  e  pluribus  unum.  United  States  of 
America  is  separated  by  the  eagle.  At  the  canopy’s  right  base  are  the  designer’s  initials  “JM”.  Located  m  the  lower 
field  is  five  dollars. 

Origins  of  the  Congress  Bicentennial  coins 

The  original  legislation  provided  that  the  half  dollar  and  dollar  coins  could  be  struck  in  Uncirculated  and  Proof 
versions,  but  not  more  than  one  Mint  would  be  permitted  to  produce  any  combination  of  denomination  or  quality  It 
also  required  that  the  $5  gold  coin  be  struck  at  the  West  Point  Mint.  The  coins  were  minted  m  1989  and  1990  (all 
were  dated  1989). 

The  U.S.  Capitol  Bicentennial  program  was  historic  in  that  for  the  first  time  since  1792,  official  U.S.  coins  were 
struck  outside  a  Mint  facility.  Four  coin  presses  painted  light  blue  were  set  up  for  the  first-strike  ceremony,  which 
took  place  on  the  Capitol  grounds.  At  11:11  A.M.  on  June  14,  1 989,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Nicholas  F.  Brady 
struck  the  first  ceremonial  Proof  1989-W  $5  gold  half  eagle,  which  bore  the  West  Point  W  mint  mark  despite  being 
struck  in  Washington,  D.C.  It  received  two  blows  from  the  press.  After  displaying  the  com  to  the  media  and 
onlookers,  Brady  went  to  the  opposite  end  of  the  podium  to  strike  the  first  ceremomal  dollar  coin.  Would  you 
believe  the  press  jammed?  Using  the  backup  press  that  was  also  set  up  with  San  Francisco  Proof  dollar  dies,  the  coin 
was  struck  using  three  blows  from  the  press.  Several  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  then  struck  the  dollar 
commemorative,  which  depicts  the  House  mace.  A  number  of  senators  did  likewise  with  the  Proof  $5  gold  coin, 
which  portrays  the  eagle  design  adapted  from  one  appearing  in  the  Old  Senate  Chamber.  Mint  Director  Donna  Pope 
coined  the  last  ceremonial  half  eagle.  Shortly  thereafter,  she  ordered  the  associate  director  of  the  Mint  to  telephone 
the  West  Point  and  San  Francisco  facilities  to  begin  production.  At  this  point.  Deputy  Mint  Director  Eugene  Essner 
then  requested  the  invited  guests  to  strike  additional  ceremonial  coins. 


The  Congress  Bicentennial  half  dollar  today 

Sales  figures  for  the  Uncirculated  (163,753)  and  Proof  (767,897)  copper-nickel  clad  half  dollars  are  rather  large.  I 
suggest  collectors  acquire  them  only  for  the  pure  joy  of  collecting,  not  for  investment.  The  half  dollar  was 
individually  offered  for  sale  in  a  brown  velvet  lined  box  (uncirculated)  and  brown  velvet  case. 


The  1989  Congress  dollar  today  -  A  major  rarity  created! 

With  large  uncirculated  (135,203)  and  proof  (762,198)  sales  figures,  I  suggest  that  these  coins  be  acquired  only  for 
the  joy  of  collecting,  not  for  investment.  The  good  news  for  some  fortunate  owners  of  the  uncirculated  Denver  Mint 
dollar  is  that  approximately  40  to  50  extremely  rare  pieces  accidentally  escaped  detection  by  the  U.S.  Mint  and 
already  shipped  to  collectors  with  “medal”  alignment  instead  of  the  normal  com  alignment.  In  other  words,  when  the 
coin  is  flipped  left  to  right  (not  top  to  bottom),  medal  orientation  will  show  an  upright  reverse  design.  The  proper 
coin  obverse-reverse  relationship  will,  upon  rotation,  show  the  reverse  motif  upside  down.  The  belief  that  one  coin 
press  struck  the  Congress  uncirculated  dollar  with  normal  alignment  and  another  produced  the  issue  with  the  medal 
alignment  is  totally  erroneous!  I  strongly  recommend  collectors  examine  their  1989-D  coins.  The  rotated  dies  error 
is  a  rare  item  that  has  sold  in  the  past  between  $1,200  and  $4,000.  I  highly  recommend  its  acquisition. 

Both  versions  of  the  dollar  were  sold  individually,  housed  in  a  dark  brown  box  (uncirculated)  and  brown  velvet  case 
(proof),  and  as  a  two-piece  uncirculated  set  (placed  in  a  dark  brown  box)  and  a  two-piece  proof  set  (housed  in  a 
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brown  \el\et  case),  accompanied  by  the  respective  half  dollar.  The  latter  two  commemorative  coins  were  combined 
with  regular  1989  proof  coinage  and  sold  as  the  Prestige  proof  set. 

The  Congress  half  eagle  today 

While  uncirculated  (46,899)  and  proof  (164,690)  sales  figures  were  rather  low  at  the  time,  it  appears  that  those  who 
wanted  the  issue  made  their  purchases.  Currently,  little  demand  exists  for  the  issue,  whose  future,  if  any,  appears  to 
exist  only  in  the  uncirculated  state.  Acquire  the  proof  coin  for  the  joy  of  ownership,  not  for  mvestment. 

Both  coins  were  sold  individually,  in  three-piece  uncirculated  or  proof  sets  (half  dollar,  $1,  $5),  and  in  cherry  wood 
boxes  housing  all  six  coins  produced.  Every  specimen  was  encapsulated.  There  were  24,967  of  the  six-coin  sets  sold 
at  $435,  then  at  $480. 


1989-D  500 


Grading 

Service 

MS 

60 

MS 

62 

M 

s 

63 

MS 

64 

MS 

65 

MS 

66 

MS 

67 

MS 

68 

MS 

69 

MS 

70 

NGC 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

11 

549 

1 

PCGS 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

16 

70 

601 

0 

Combined 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

17 

81 

1150 

1 

1989-D  $1.00 


Grading 

Service 

MS 

60 

MS 

62 

MS 

63 

MS 

64 

MS 

65 

MS 

66 

MS 

67 

MS 

68 

MS 

69 

MS 

70 

NGC 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

28 

1158 

11 

PCGS 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

3 

25 

90 

831 

2 

Combined 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

3 

25 

118 

1989 

13 

1989-S  500 


Grading 

Service 

PF 

60 

PF 

62 

PF 

63 

PF 

64 

PF 

65 

PF 

66 

PF 

67 

PF 

68 

PF 

69 

PF 

70 

NGC 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

4 

45 

1088 

26 

PCGS 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

33 

122 

980 

0 

Combined 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

3 

37 

167 

2068 

26 

1989-S  $1.00 


Grading 

Service 

PF 

60 

PF 

62 

PF 

63 

PF 

64 

PF 

65 

PF 

66 

PF 

67 

PF 

68 

PF 

69 

PF 

70 

NGC 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

1 1 

89 

910 

1 1 
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PCGS 

0 

2 

0 

3 

5 

18 

53 

195 

650 

Combined 

0 

2 

0 

4 

5 

20 

64 

284 

1560 

18 

1989-W  $5.00 


Grading 

Service 

MS 

60 

MS 

62 

MS 

63 

MS 

64 

MS 

65 

MS 

66 

MS 

67 

MS 

68 

MS 

69 

MS 

70 

NGC 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

435 

192 

PCGS 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

5 

27 

919 

94 

Combined 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

5 

31 

1354 

286 

Grading 

PF 

PF 

PF 

PF 

PF 

PF 

PF 

PF 

PF 

PF 

Service 

60 

62 

63 

64 

65 

66 

67 

68 

69 

70 

NGC 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

9 

1100 

457 

PCGS 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

2 

14 

94 

1385 

18 

Combined 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

3 

14 

103 

2485 

475 

Help  Wanted! 

Publicity  Director 

SUSCC  is  looking  for  a  creative  individual  with  good  writing  skills  to  take  responsibility  for 
producing  and  distributing  SUSCC  press  releases  on  a  regular  basis  throughout  the  year.  The 
ideal  candidate  will  be  able  to  devote  one  to  two  hours  a  month  to  helping  spread  the  word  about 
collecting  US  commemorative  coins  and  the  benefits  of  joining  SUSCC.  You’ll  work  with  the 
SUSCC  President  to  develop  news  items  for  release  to  numismatic  publications  (e.g.,  Coin 
World,  Numismatic  News )  and  numismatic  organizations  (e.g.,  ANA,  FUN,  CSNS). 

Interested?  Contact  Dave  Provost  at  commems@aol.com  or  PO  Box  754,  Morrisville,  NC 
27560. 
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WHO  AM  I? 


By:  Anthony  Swiatek 


1.  The  Society  for  United  States  Commemorative  Coins  was  founded  in: 

(A)  1982 

(B)  1983 

(C)  1984 
(0)1981 

2.  I  was  the  very  first  commemorative  coin  to  be  designed  by  two  different 
engravers.  My  name  is: 

(A)  1892  Columbian  $.50 

(B)  Panama  Pacif  ic  $2.50  gold 

(C)  Panama  Pacific  $1.00  gold 
(0)  1900  Lafayette  $1.00 

3.  I  was  the  first  commemorative  dollar  created  for  our  nation.  The  following 
person  designed  me: 

(A)  Paul  W.  Bartlett 

(B)  Jean  A.  Houdon 

(C)  Charles  Barber 
(0)  George  T.  Morgan 

4.  The  Philadelphia  Mint  struck  our  first  commemorative  coin,  World’s  Columbian 
half  dollar  on: 

(A)  October  19,  1892 

(B)  November  19,1892 

(C)  December  18,1892 

(D)  October  18,  1892 

5.  I  have  the  honor  of  being  the  first  living  person  to  be  portrayed  on  U.S. 
commemorative  coinage.  My  name  is: 

(A)  William  McKinley 
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(B)  Marquis  de  Lafayette 

(C)  Thomas  E.  Kilby 

(D)  William  Wyatt  Bibb 

6.  I,  your  29th  President,  was  supposed  to  have  my  remembrance  preserved  on  a 
commemorative  coin.  My  name  did  appear  on  the  plaster  model  reverse,  but  was 
dropped  from  the  final  design.  My  name  is: 

(A)  Woodrow  Wilson 

(B)  Herbert  Clark  Hoover 

(C)  W.  Gamaliel  Harding 

(D)  Theodore  Roosevelt 

7.  I  was  the  first  u.s.  commemorative  to  be  released  with  a  Royal  Crown  as  part  of 
the  coin’s  design.  Collectors  know  me  as  the: 

(A)  Maryland 

(B)  Norfolk 

(C)  Isabella 

(D)  Huguenot 

(E)  None  of  the  above. 

8.  I  have  the  honor  of  being  the  only  depicted  on  a  commemorative.  My  name  is: 

(A)  King  Gustavus 

(B)  Marquis  de  Lafayette 

(C)  Queen  Isabella 

(E)  Count  Raymond  Mercer 

(E)  None  of  the  above. 

9.  I  am  also  a  foreign  ruler  who  is  portrayed  on  coinage.  Technically  qualifying,  my 
name  is:  (A)  Stephen  F.  Austin 

(B)  Marquis  de  Lafayette 

(C)  Miguel  de  Cervantes 

(D)  Sam  Huston 

(E)  None  of  the  above. 

10.  My  face  value  was  only  $.50,  but  I  was  purchased  for  $10,000!  You  know  me  as 
the: 
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A)  Lincoln 

B)  Isabella 

C)  Columbian 
0)  La.  McKinley 
E)  La.  Jefferson 

I  thought  it  would  be  more  fun  not  to  list  all  the  answers  in  this  issue.  Why?  If 

unsure,  one  might  take  the  time  to  discover  the  solution,  instead  of  simply  looking  at  the 
answer  key. 

On  second  thought,  let  us  list  them.  Answers:  1.  (B),  2.  (A),  3  (C),  4  (A),  5.  (C)  6 
(C),  7.  (C),  8.  (C),  9.  (D),  10.  (C) 


The  Philadelphia  Mint  in  the  1850s. 
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Czf^UXE.  (Zt.  <cS.  do  in  a  an  cl  <=SoCd 


TOIVO  JOHNSON 


EAST  HOLDEN,  MAINE 

Apr.  9/56 


Mr.  Malcolm  C.  Thompson 

Thanks  very  much  for  letter ,  vrith 
check/&  returns.  Am  enclosing  the 
19U9-S  Eta,  and  186£/Cent  (PAID), 
and  also  am  enclosing  7  Comm.  Half  Dollars 
you  returned,  liave  picked  out  the  best 
I  have.  They  don!t  cane  any  better. 
However,  if  not  O.&.,  please  return 
and  I  vd  13.  credit  vrliat  yo/retum,  at 
my  BUY  prices,  on  the  balance  due 
on  the  Type  set. 

You  sent  $110.  on  account  the 
Type  sd  ,  this  leaves  bait  of  SlliSdOO* 

Am  enclosing  these  nice  Unc. 

Comm,  towards  the  type  set, 

1893  Columbian  y7 
1935  Texas  D  ^ 

1921  Missouri 

1935  San  Diego  > 

1915  Panama  Pacific  ^ 

1935  Hudson  ty/' 

This  leaves  b.  coins  due  to  complete 

4-V-»^v  vr»r-v  3  -»r  Qnn^i  ■?  A  -4  /Ho 


foi/the  Type  set. 
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<zJ^a\L  *7 L .  <£.  (loins.  U3  outfit  and  Sold 

TOIVO  JOHNSON 

EAST  HOLDEN,  MAINE 


Lay  10/56 


.195.... 


M .  .£♦. .  .EoXw.lra..C  « .  .Thompson. 


Thanks  vory^/mich  for  the  order,,/ 

3111  "the  1892  C/umbiaji,  Illinois. 

1921 ‘"Pilgrim  and  1937  Texa3/^Ell  best 
I  have.  The  1892  Columbian  is  a 
Proof  coin,  will  have  to  act 
pE*00  for  it,  it  sells  to' $10,00. 

However,  you  sent  $2,00  extra  to 
exchange  on  the  1938  Boones  you 
returned,  so  this  maJfces  it  even. 

Pd.sot/^\  enclosing  anpther  Sesqui,  ^ 
and  1938  Boone  P  and  S,  and  1921  Alabama  2x2, 
to  replace  coins  you  returned. 


You  will  ovre  me  on  the 
Ala.  2x2 . 


$  2.  00 


This  Be squi .  is  as  good  as  they 
ever  come,  have  over  100  on  hand, 
but  all  have  some  mint  abrasion 
on  face. 


Would  be  glad  to  supply  more  coins 
anytime  you  vrant  them,  &:  you  can 
return  an.  tiling  not  O.K. 
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FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  Friday,  May  26,  2006 

Contact:  Scott  Gerber  (Feinstein)  202/224-9629 
Natalie  Ravitz  (Boxer)  202/224-8120 
Jennifer  Crider  (Pelosi)  202/226-7616 


Senate  Approves 

Feinstein-Boxer-Ensign  Legislation 
Authorizing  Commemorative  Coin 

to  Honor 

San  Francisco  Old  Mint 


Washington,  DC  -  The  Senate  late  last  night  approved  legislation  sponsored  in  the  Senate  by 
U.S.  Senators  Dianne  Feinstein  (D-Calif.),  Barbara  Boxer  (D-Caiif.),  and  John  Ensign  (R-Nev.) 
authorizing  commemorative  coins  to  be  minted  in  honor  of  San  Francisco’s  Old  Mint.  The  Old 
Mint  was  one  of  the  City’s  only  historic  structures  to  survive  the  great  1906  earthquake  and 
subsequent  fire.  The  proceeds  generated  from  the  sale  of  these  coins  will  be  directed  towards 
the  restoration  of  the  Old  Mint’s  building,  located  in  downtown  San  Francisco. 

Companion  legislation  introduced  by  House  Minority  Leader  Nancy  Pelosi  (D-Calif.)  and 
Representative  Michael  N.  Castle  (R-Del.)  has  already  been  passed  by  the  House  of 
Representatives.  The  bill  now  goes  to  the  President  for  his  signature. 

“The  minting  and  sale  of  these  commemorative  coins  is  a  fitting  way  to  raise  much-needed 
funds  for  the  restoration  of  the  Old  Mint,”  Senator  Feinstein  said.  “This  year  marks  the  100th 
anniversary  of  the  1906  earthquake,  and  these  coins  will  also  serve  to  honor  a  San  Francisco 
landmark  that  played  a  special  role  in  the  city’s  recovery  from  that  catastrophic  disaster.” 

Senator  Boxer  said,  "In  1994,  President  Clinton  signed  into  law  my  legislation  to  save  the  Old 
Mint.  Today,  I  am  glad  that  Congress  has  decided  to  dedicate  a  funding  source  to  preserve  this 
historic  building  for  future  generations  to  enjoy." 

Congresswoman  Pelosi  said,  "As  one  of  the  few  buildings,  and  only  financial  institution,  that 
survived  the  1906  Earthquake,  the  Old  Mint  has  long  stood  as  a  reminder  and  testament  to  the 
enduring  strength  of  San  Francisco.  Instrumental  to  the  rebuilding  of  our  beautiful  city,  the  Old 
Mint  served  as  the  treasury  for  disaster  relief  funds,  providing  a  beacon  of  strength  in  the  face  of 
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adversity.  The  passage  of  the  Old  Mint  bill  by  the  Senate  will  ensure  that  future  generations  of 
San  Franciscans  and  Americans  share  in  our  treasured  history." 

Specifically,  the  bill  will: 

Authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  mint  and  issue  up  to  100,000  Five  Dollar  gold  coins 
and  up  to  500,000  One  Dollar  silver  coins.  The  minted  coins  will  be  emblematic  of  the  San 
Francisco  Old  Mint  Building  and  its  importance  to  California  and  the  United  States,  as  well  as  its 
role  in  helping  to  rebuild  San  Francisco  after  the  1906  earthquake  and  fire. 

Proceeds  generated  from  the  sale  of  these  commemorative  coins  will  be  paid  to  the  San 
Francisco  Museum  and  Historical  Society  for  the  restoration  of  the  Old  Mint  Building. 

Background: 

Beginning  its  operations  in  1854,  the  Old  Mint  Building  was  built  in  1874  to  take  advantage  of 
the  plentiful  gold  and  silver  mined  in  the  West  during  the  California  Gold  Rush.  At  one  point, 
more  than  half  of  the  money  minted  in  the  United  States  came  from  the  San  Francisco  Mint,  and 
it  once  held  a  third  of  the  nation’s  gold  supply. 

The  Old  Mint  Building,  located  at  Fifth  and  Mission  Streets,  has  been  standing  for  more  than 
125  years,  the  oldest  stone  building  in  San  Francisco.  The  Old  Mint  Building  survived  the  San 
Francisco  earthquake  and  fire  of  1906.  The  Mint  was  the  only  financial  institution  that  remained 
in  operation  after  the  earthquake,  and  the  building  was  used  as  the  treasury  for  the  city’s 
disaster  relief  funds. 

The  San  Francisco  Old  Mint  Building  minted  coins  until  1937  when  its  operations  outgrew  the 
building’s  capacity  and  were  moved  to  a  larger  space  elsewhere  in  San  Francisco.  Since  then, 
the  building  has  deteriorated.  In  1994,  the  Bureau  of  the  Mint  closed  the  Old  Mint  because  it 
could  not  afford  the  then-estimated  $20  million  seismic  retrofit  to  bring  the  building  up  to  code. 

In  2003,  the  General  Services  Administration  transferred  ownership  of  the  building  to  the  City  of 
San  Francisco. 

The  building  will  be  renovated  and  transformed  into  a  museum  of  the  City  of  San  Francisco  by 
the  San  Francisco  Museum  and  Historical  Society.  It  will  also  house  the  American  Money  & 

Gold  Rush  Museum  under  the  aegis  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association  and  related  retail 
and  restaurant  spaces. 
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NU-MIS-TAKES  by  FRANK  WASK 


O/XlwP/C  Co«1 


Membership  Application 

Society  far  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins 

•  I  hereby  apply  for  membership  in  the  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins 
(SUSCC),  subject  to  the  bylaws  of  said  Society. 

•  Membership  runs  from  January  1st  to  December  31st  of  each  year. 

•  Annual  Dues:  $20.00  per  adult  and  $10.00  per  Junior  (Age  17  and  under). 


Name 


Address 


City 


State  and  Zip  Code 


Daytime  Telephone  Number 


Signature  of  Applicant 


Date 


Signature  and  Membership  Number  of  Sponsor  (optional) 


Birth  Date  (Junior  Members) 


Signature  of  Parent  or  Guardian  (Junior  Members) 


Enclose  dues  with  your  application  (copy  ok)  and  send  to: 

SUSCC,  P.O.  Box  2335,  Huntington  Beach,  CA  92647 


